Hung parliament threat to UK debt plans

Opinion polls suggest a possibility of a hung parliament at the general

election — one in which no party gains an overall majority of 326 MPs in

the House of Commons. It means that the government will not be able
to pass laws without support from members of minority parties

State of the parties (March 2010) Predicted seats after election**
Total Total
seats seats
646 650

Conservative
264

Labour
303
Largest

party but

no overall
majority

Liberal
T Democrat
*Other 45 63 Other 33 Liberal

*Includes 3 vacant seats and 9 non-voting MPs — Speaker and Democrat 50
three Deputies who usually do not vote, plus five Sinn Fein MPs who

refuse to take oath of allegiance to Monarch and so are not entitled to vote.

**Prediction by Electoral Calculus based on oplnlon poIIs sample of 9,581 voters, Feb 5-Mar 11
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