ON THIS DAY

A 2009: A powerful earthquake killed
295 people and devastated the area
around L’Aquila, in central ltaly

1868: Emperor Meiji of Japan
abolished feudalism and promised a
modern democratic government

1942: Japanese bombers attacked
India for the first time, targeting
ports in Madras

1980: Over 10,000 Cubans sought
political asylum in the Peruvian
embassy in Havana

2003: British explorer David
Hempleman-Adams became the first
person to walk alone and unaided to
the geomagnetic North Pole
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