Renegade troops seize power in Niger

A military junta has seized power in the West African nation of Niger,
suspended the constitution and captured the president following a gun
battle in the capital, Niamey. The junta, calling itself the Supreme Council
for the Restoration of Democracy, said it was being led by Salou Djibo
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President Mamadou Tandja, 71
Triggered political crisis in
August 2009 by passing new
constitution that removed
limits on his term in office
and gave him near-
totalitarian powers
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