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Year of Tiger poses danger for big cats
Conservationists warn that China’s Year of the
Tiger, which starts in February, will fuel demand
for body parts of this endangered species.
In 1998, the last Year of the Tiger,
up to 7,000 tigers
remained in the wild,
compared to fewer
than 3,600 today

Tiger numbers
have plummeted
from around 100,000
a century ago due to human
encroachment, loss of habitat, and
poaching. Three subspecies – Bali, Javan
and Caspian tigers – were extinct by 1980s
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