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Afghan surge to counter insurgency

The number of international troops deployed in Afghanistan under
U.S. and NATO command will increase to more than 140,000 in 2010.
The reinforcements, which include about 30,000 U.S. troops and
7,000 from NATO countries, will be mostly deployed in the southern
province of Helmand, the heartland of the insurgency
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10. Musa Qala: British
hold town but road to
Sangin is Taliban-controlled

11. Sangin: Base for Taliban
shadow government. Militants
control both sides of river
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5. Lashkar Gah:
Capital of Helmand
province. Home of British Civil-Military
compound, Afghan National Police HQ
and governor’s mansion. Attempted
siege by Taliban in 2008. Targeted
assassinations within city during 2009

6. Garmser: Militants forced out by
U.S. Marines in 2009 but Taliban controls 80km
main road between Garmser and Khan Neshin

7. Khan Neshin: Taliban stronghold at ancient Jugroom
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Fort captured by U.S. Marines in July 2009 12. Spin Masijid:

8. Barham Chah: Weapons supply line and entry point Staging area for attacks on

for Taliban fighters from Quetta. Bazaar is centre for supply convoys that run south from

smuggling opium and heroin into Pakistan Highway One along western edge of Helmand River valley
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