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U.S. internet giant Google’s threat to quit China over censorship and
cyberspying caps a turbulent relationship between the world’s dominant
search engine and the government of the world’s largest internet market

98 99 01 03 05 07 0900 02 04 06 08 10

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26
%

1998, Sep: Google Inc.
founded by Larry Page
and Sergey Brin.
“Don’t be evil” is
corporate motto

2000: Launches Chinese-language
interface for Google.com website

Chinese internet users (%) Projected

Jul 2009: Chinese internet users hit
338 million, or 25.5% of population

2006, Jun:
Google.com
blocked but
Google.cn
allowed to
continue

2002-03: Google.com
periodically blocked in China

2009, Dec:
Google faces
trial in Chinese
court accused
of violating
copyright of
Chinese
writer with its
digital library

8

2005: Lee Kai Fu appointed
head of Google China

2006, Jan: Google.cn launched.
Site censors search results in
accordance with Chinese rules

2009, Mar: China blocks Google’s YouTube site.
Jun: China blocks Twitter website ahead of 1989
Tiananmen massacre anniversary. Regulators
order Google to block access to pornography and
foreign websites. Google.com blocked in China.
Sep: Lee Kai Fu quits amid rumours that
pressure from Chinese government has
become intolerable

2010, Jan: Google finds cyber-attacks on Gmail accounts
of human rights activists originated from inside China.
Google says it will end censorship of searches
in China and is prepared to pull out of country


