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Yemen, the poorest state in the Arab world, is tearing itself apart with civil war
and an armed uprising calling for independence. The nation is also becoming
Al Qaeda’s most active terror hub outside Pakistan and Afghanistan
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Al-Houthi conflict: Five-year rebellion by 10,000
Houthi fighters, led by Shi’a militant Abdul Malik
Houthi. Clans claim political exclusion by government.
Fighting produces 175,000 Internally Displaced
Persons in Yemen, 15,000 IDPs in Saudi Arabia
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Southern mobility movement: Uprising began
in 2007 demanding equal rights and southern
independence. Movement has Al Qaeda support
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Yemen population: 23 million
50% live on less than $2 a day

Oct 2000:
Al Qaeda
attack on
USS Cole in
Aden harbour
kills 17 U.S.
sailors

Nov 2002: Sunian
al-Harithi, Al Qaeda
mastermind of USS Cole
bombing, and five others,
killed by missile fired from
U.S. Predator drone
aircraft in Ma’rib province

Sep 2008:
Attack
on U.S.
embassy
in Sana’a
kills 18
people

Jan 2009: Saudi and Yemeni militants
merge to form Al Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).
Aug: Suicide bomber, with explosive
hidden in underwear, fails in bid to kill
Saudi Arabian anti-terror chief

Feb 2004: Osama
bin Laden offers
deal to President
Saleh to end attacks
in Yemen in exchange
for allowing Al Qaeda
freedom of movement

Oct 2002: French
supertanker Limburg
badly damaged in
attack blamed on
Al Qaeda

Apr 2003: Ten
suspects in USS
Cole bombing
escape from jail

Dec 25: AQAP-trained “underpants bomber”
allegedly involved in airline attack over Detroit

Jul 2007: Suicide bomber
kills eight Spanish tourists
in Ma’rib. Al Qaeda
mastermind, Qasim
al-Raymi, still at large

Jan 3, 2010: U.S., Britain and Spain shut
embassies in Sana’a as AQAP threat escalates
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