
2008: Burmese comedian 
Zarganar was sentenced to 45 years 
in jail for organising relief for victims 
of Cyclone Nargis, which left 138,000 
dead or missing six months earlier
1694: French Enlightenment writer and 
philosopher Voltaire was born in Paris 
as Francois-Marie Arouet  
1843: Thomas Hancock patented 
vulcanised rubber 
1985: Two French secret service 
agents were jailed for 10 years for 
sinking the Greenpeace ship Rainbow 
Warrior in New Zealand 
2007: Ian Smith, former prime 
minister of Rhodesia, died aged 88 
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