
Key events in Iran’s nuclear standoff
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Aug 2002: Exiled Iranians
claim Iran has built secret
uranium enrichment facility
at Natanz and heavy water
reactor at Arak in violation
of obligations under Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty

Nov 2003: Iran suspends
enrichment but admits to
International Atomic Energy
Agency that it had produced
“limited” weapons-grade
uranium. IAEA seals
centrifuge components

Sep 2005: President
Ahmadinejad tells
UN Security Council
it is Iran’s “inalienable
right” to produce
nuclear fuel and
rejects EU deal

Sep 2009: Iran reveals it
has second secret uranium
enrichment plant near holy
city of Qom. Claims it is
built within a mountain to
protect its nuclear activities
from attack

Jun 2006: Permanent UN Security
Council members* plus Germany
(P5+1), offer new deal – suspend
enrichment in exchange for help to
build light-water power plants, support
for Iranian World Trade Organization
membership and lifting of sanctions.
Iran refuses to end enrichment

Dec: Existence of secret
sites confirmed by satellite
photographs. Iran’s President
Mohammad Khatami says
Tehran is committed to its
obligations under NPT
and has no
intention of
developing
nuclear
weapons

Nov 2004: Khatami suspends
enrichment in deal with

European Union

Jun 2004: Iran resumes
manufacturing of
centrifuge components

Jan 2006:
Iran removes
seals and
resumes
enrichment
at Natanz.
Ahmadinejad
announces
in April that
Natanz has
enriched
uranium
to 3.5%-pure

Oct: Iran doubles nuclear
enrichment capacity at Natanz

Mar 2007: UN toughens sanctions,
imposes arms embargo against Iran

Mar 2009: President
Barack Obama extends
olive branch, offering
Iran “new beginning” to
diplomatic engagement

Jul 2008: For first time, a senior U.S.
diplomat attends P5+1 enrichment
talks with Iran in Geneva

Feb 2009: IAEA reports Iran’s
stockpile of low-enriched uranium is
enough to produce 90%-pure
weapons-grade uranium for one bomb

Jun 2005:
Presidential
election won
by Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad

*Britain,
China,
France,
Russia and
United States
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