
© GRAPHIC NEWSSources: ICOS, International Institute for Strategic Studies

NIMROZ
HELMAND

ZABUL

GHAZNI

WARDAK
Kabul

Islamabad

Lahore

Peshawar

NURISTAN

BADAKHSHAN

BAGHLAN

GHOR

DAYKUNDI

TAKHAR

Afghan
provinces
1. SAMANGAN
2. PARWAN
3. PANJSHIR
4. KAPISA
5. LAGHMAN
6. KUNAR
7. NANGARHAR
8. LOGAR
9. PAKTYA
10. KHOST

2007

2008

2009

54%

72%

80%

38%

21%

17%

8%

7%

3%

Pakistan districts
11. SWAT
12. LOWER DIR
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17. NORTH WAZIRISTAN
18. SOUTH WAZIRISTAN

JOWZJAN

SARI PUL

BALKH

FARYAB

BAMYAN

HERAT

FARAH

BADGHIS

URUZGAN
PAKTIKA

KANDAHAR

Lashkar
Gah

Mazar-
i-Sharif Kunduz

KulyabDushanbe

Termez

Herat

Quetta

Kandahar

U Z B E K I S T A N

TURKMENISTAN

I R A N

I N D I A

160km
100 miles

P A K I S T A N

A F G H A N I S T A N

T A J I K I S T A N

FEDERALLY
ADMINISTERED
TRIBAL AREAS

BALUCHISTAN

PUNJAB

NORTH
WEST
FRONTIER
PROVINCE

Feb-Sep:
Pakistani Army

wrestles control of 
districts of Bajaur,
 Buner, Lower Dir,
Shangla, and Swat

from Taliban

Sep 1:
Pakistan launches

offensive in Khyber.
U.S. pushes

Islamabad to mount
major Waziristan

offensive

Afghanistan’s northern provinces have seen rising violence as Taliban activity has spread to 80 percent
of the country, up from 54 percent two years ago, according to the International Council on Security
and Development. In contrast, a Pakistan military offensive has largely cleared Taliban bastions in

the Swat valley and neighbouring districts of the North West Frontier Province
Permanent Taliban presence:

One or more insurgent attacks per week
Substantial presence:

One or more attacks per month
Light presence: Less than

one attack per month
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