Taliban tighten their grip on Afghanistan

Afghanistan’s northern provinces have seen rising violence as Taliban activity has spread to 80 percent
of the country, up from 54 percent two years ago, according to the International Council on Security
and Development. In contrast, a Pakistan military offensive has largely cleared Taliban bastions in
the Swat valley and neighbouring districts of the North West Frontier Province
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2007 54% 38% 8%

2008 72% 21% 7%

2009 80% 17% 3%
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