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Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez is to buy $2.2 billion of weapons from
Russia – including T-72S tanks, Smerch ground to ground missiles, and

an S-300 anti-aircraft system –  claiming Venezuela is threatened by
Colombia’s decision to give U.S. troops access to its military bases

250 miles
400km

Palanquero

Apiay
Fuerte

Toleimada
Larandia

Bahia Malaga

Cartagena

Comalapa
El Salvador Malambo

Aruba Curacao
Netherlands Antilles

COLOMBIA

U N I T E D  S T A T E S

VENEZUELA

CUBA

ECUADOR

Bogota

Quito

Caracas

Transporter Erector
Launcher (TEL)

Four missile
canisters per
launcher

Radar Command centre
S-300
9M96E2
missile

Length:
Payload:
Range:
Ceiling: 

7.0m
24kg

120km
Up to

30,000m

S-300 Antey-2500 anti-air defence system

Key West: U.S. Southern
Command coordinates Forward
Operating Locations (FOLs) to
detect, monitor and track aircraft or
ships engaged in drug trafficking
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FOLs: 200-400 U.S.
military personnel
based at each FOL
Deal between
Colombia and
America gives
U.S. military
access to seven
Colombian bases
on 10-year lease
Manta: Ecuadorean President
Rafael Correa – close Chavez ally –
says he will not renew lease on
U.S. FOL when it expires next year
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