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The European Space Agency has asked industry to develop plans for
a manned spaceship. The Advanced Re-entry Vehicle (ARV) would be
built first as an unmanned vessel able to return cargo safely to Earth

ADVANCED RE-ENTRY VEHICLE: Upgraded version of
Europe’s Automated Transfer Vehicle (ATV) freighter

Diameter
4.4m

Automatic
docking system
For rendezvous
with International
Space Station

Re-entry module
Features conical capsule
strengthened to survive heat
of re-entry and parachute
system to slow descent

Projected first flights
Unmanned
Manned

2016
2025


