Major U.S. offensive against Taliban

Almost 4,000 U.S. Marines and 650 Afghan forces have deployed into
Helmand province — a key Taliban stronghold and opium poppy producing
region — to clear insurgents ahead of August presidential elections
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Helmand River valley: Hundreds
of Marines airlifted by helicopter.

300-500 Taliban fighters believed DafV'Sha”
based in Nawa district
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Pakistan has moved troops
to Afghan border to stop
Taliban militants fleeing south
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