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Tour de France speeds surged after erythropoietin (EPO) – a drug that
boosts the number of red blood cells and enhances endurance – came

into widespread use in cycling during the 1990s. This year’s Tour will see
around 500 tests carried out, with up to 10 riders tested after each stage
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40.502004: Five riders kicked
out on doping charges

2005: Three riders leave tour, one
arrested for possession of EPO

2006: Winner Floyd Landis
and nine others test positive

Winner’s average speed, km/h

2007: Two teams –
18 riders – plus three

others disqualified

2008: Four riders,
including Riccardo
Ricco (left), test
positive


