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80,000 security officers and three
separate popemobiles will protect
Pope Benedict XVI during his visit
to Israel and the West Bank as part
of “Operation White Cloak”
POPEMOBILE
Modified Mercedes-Benz ML430
Cabin: Made of bullet-proof
plexiglas on four sides

Access: Pope enters
through rear door Engine: 8 cylinder, 272 hp

Wheelbase: 2,819mm Colour: Mother-of-pearl
Cost: $511,000

Weight: 4 tons

Pope’s chair: Made of
white leather with gold
trim. Raised into place
by hydraulic lift

Two papal aides

Armour-plated
side panels and
undercarriage

Registration plate:
“Stato della Città del

Vaticano”

Benedict’s coat of arms


