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Up to 150,000 civilians are trapped in the war zone as the Sri Lankan
Army closes in on the rebel Tamil Tigers in their last stronghold.

However, even a military defeat is unlikely to stop the Tigers, who
are expected to resort to an underground campaign of violence
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founder and leader
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2002: LTTE gains control in much of

2005: LTTE urges Tamils to boycott elections, ensuring victory of hard-liner
2004: Splinter group, led by LTTE lieutenant Karuna, sides with government

More than 70,000 people have been killed since start of conflict in 1983

Eelam (LTTE) founded, seeking
independence for ethnic Tamils
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