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NASA’s Constellation programme – which consists of a new
Orion moonship and two separate Ares launch vehicles –

utilizes components of the space shuttle and the 1960s Apollo
Saturn V rocket. Constellation will allow astronauts to return

to the moon and mount the first manned journey to Mars
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Ascent stage
carries four-person
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and liquid oxygen
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current space shuttle
solid rocket booster

Ares I will launch
one day after Ares V
and rendezvous with
Altair/EDS module
in 360km-high
circular orbit

Spacecraft adapter Orion is similar to Apollo
module but can carry four

to six crew members
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