World War One - Slaughter on the Western Front

Deadlocked from the first months of the war in 1914 until shortly before its end in 1918, the Western Front,
the continuous line of trenches stretching from the North Sea to the Swiss border, was the
main theatre of the “Great War” — the first mass global war of the industrialised age
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KEY EVENTS ON WESTERN FRONT
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Sopwith Camel:
British single-seater
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its manoeuvrability, credited with
shooting down 1,294 enemy aircraft
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raids on British mainland introduced in Britain unrestricted submarine warfare
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M Jul: Austria-Hungary
declares war on Serbia,

B Feb: Germany declares
submarine blockade of Britain
in response to British blockade
of German ports
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= M May: U-boat sinks British
= liner Lusitania. 1,198 civilians

M Feb-Dec: Battle of Verdun,
designed to “bleed France

white”, claims up to one million
French and German casualties
and no overall gains

B May: Battle of Jutland in
North Sea between British and
German fleets results in heavy
losses and no clear winner
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M Jul-Nov: Stalemate persists
during Battle of the Somme

B Mar: German forces make
strategic retreat to shorter,
well-fortified Hindenburg Line

Russia sign peace treaty at
Brest-Litovsk

B Apr: U.S.
President
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disastrous offensive at
Chemin des Dames. Half a
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— Nivelle replaced by hero of
Verdun, Gen. Philippe Petain

B Mar-Jul: Released from
Eastern Front, German forces
launch five major offensives
on Western Front before U.S.

Battle of Arras begins in
support of French. Canadians
seize Vimy Ridge but British-

B Aug-Sep: Successful allied
counter-offensives at the Marne
and Amiens force Germans
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each other in “race to sea”,

huge trench systems take B Sep-Nov: Allied offensive

signed.
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shape along Western Front in Artois and Champagne. takes effect Austria-Hungary 7.8m 1,200,000

B Nov-Dec: Allies victorious  British first use poison gas at the 11th Turkey 2.8m 380,000

at First Battle of Ypres. at Battle of Loos : hour of the . Bulgaria 1.2m 87,500
M Dec: General Robert 9 - =

With over 3.5m casualties
by Christmas, troops share
unofficial truce in trenches

B Dec: General Douglas
Haig assumes command
of British forces

Nivelle replaces Joffre as
French commander-in-chief

11th day of the

11th month.
War is over
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