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The economic growth of the last 20 years has benefited the rich more
than the poor, with the income gap widening in most OECD countries –

although some have made significant steps in reducing inequality
1985-2005 Change in Gini coefficient – measurement of income distribution

OECD-24 averageFrance-3.0
Spain-2.8

Ireland-2.7
Greece -1.5

Turkey -0.4
UK 1.0

Luxembourg 1.1
Netherlands 1.2

Denmark 1.2
Japan 1.6

Belgium 1.6
Austria 1.6

Hungary 1.8
Mexico 2.1

Czech Rep. 2.8
Canada 3.0
Sweden 3.7

Italy 4.0
Germany 4.1

Norway 4.2
U.S. 4.4

Portugal 5.6
Finland 6.2

New Zealand % increase in inequality: 6.4


