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Pierre Charles L’Enfant’s 1791 plan for the new city of Washington envisioned a vast
“President’s Palace” but following his dismissal the design of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
was determined by competition. Built under the supervision of George Washington,
the “Executive Mansion” was first occupied by John Adams in 1800. Soon nicknamed
the White House, it was formally renamed as such by Theodore Roosevelt in 1901
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