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Swiss pilot Yves Rossy is attempting to become the first person in history
to fly across the English Channel with a prototype jet-powered wing

strapped to his back. Flying at speeds approaching 200km/h, it is expected
that the 35-kilometre flight will take Rossy around 12 minutes to complete

Wing folds for exit from
aircraft and during
parachute landing 

Two pairs of kerosene-
burning jet turbines

Nymex suit – similar to
those worn by Formula
One drivers – to protect
Rossy from scorching
heat of jet engines

Rossy free-falls
from aircraft, extends
wing, and glides to 2,500m
before igniting engines

Carbon-composite wing
weighs 55kg fully loaded
with fuel

Motorcycle grip
used to control thrust

No flight controls. Navigation
by sight, steering by moving
body – shifting slightly to
right turns wing to right

Jet engines take around
30 seconds to stabilize

Wings folded, parachute
opens at 800m for landing
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