Caucasus in crisis over breakaway regions

The Caucasus is on the brink of a full-scale war as Georgian troops,
backed by warplanes, attack rebels around the South Ossetian capital
of Tskhinvali. Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili has pledged
to win back control over breakaway regions South Ossetia and Abkhazia

® Russian South Ossetia, Abkhazia: Breakaway

peacekeeper territories have been de facto independent .
bases of Georgia since 1991 fall of Soviet Union

o \

Kodori  South Ossetia
CHECHNYA i

Population of
about 70,000;
Main religion

is Orthodox _

Sokhumi@)L Christianity NORTH o INGUSHETIA
® ——— OSSETIA

UN buffer ,) RUSSIA

zone ®
BLACK SEA OSSETIA( @ Z
/ ; Pankisi

AJARIA Tskhinvali i

Gorge
GEORGIA @rpilisi

Semi-autonomous
region

—10%km__ TURKEY
60 miles ARMENIA AZERBAIJAN
Source: UPI © GRAPHIC NEWS




