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French-Colombian politician Ingrid Betancourt and 14 other hostages,
including three U.S. military contractors, were freed after FARC rebels
were tricked into handing them over by Colombian soldiers posing as

members of a non-government organisation 
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Mar 1, 2008: Colombian
forces raid rebel camp in
Ecuador, killing FARC
commander Raul Reyes
and 15 others

Mar 26: FARC
leader Manuel
Marulanda dies
of reported heart
attack

Jul 1, Guaviare:
Colombian military
frees hostages

FARC: Almost
600 fighters
killed in 2008.
Marxist rebel
army now has
less than 9,000
fighters, down
from peak of
16,000 in 2002
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