Inside China’s Forbidden City

The Forbidden City, so-named because commoners were forbidden to enter inside its walls,
was home to 24 emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties for almost five centuries.
From its overall layout to the smallest detail, the design of this crimson and yellow

maze - the imperial colours — symbolised the heavenly mandate of the emperor
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HALL OF SUPREME HARMONY

Ceremonial centre of imperial power, and largest
Roof guardians: > surviving wooden structure in China
Glazed ceramic beasts
protect building against lightning.
Number of statuettes represents
status of building — in imperial times "
Hall of Supreme Harmony was only A
building in China to be allowed T
10 statuettes, bracketed by
a dragon and an immortal

Terraces: Three marble tiers with balustrades
featuring carved dragons and phoenixes —
symbols of emperor and empress —
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Dragon throne: Ceremonial ramps: Part of Imperial Way, featuring TBronze tripod L__ Tortoise: Bronze Stone sundial:

Gilded throne features
sets of five and nine
carved dragons — numbers
symbolically connected

to majesty of emperor
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as he moves o £ Yongzheng (1722-35), left, \ | Her resistance to for Republic of China.  Republic \
capital from i and Qianlong (1735-99), change and inability In 1925 Forbidden of China
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