Europe’s space freighter ready for launch

Following the successful launch of its Columbus laboratory, Europe’s
space agency is preparing its largest, most complex spacecraft to date.
The Jules Verne Automated Transfer Vehicle (ATV) is the first in a series
of unmanned craft designed to resupply the International Space Station
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Fiery end: After six months,
ATV and 6.3 tonnes of station
waste will burn up in controlled
re-entry over Pacific Ocean

Once docked,

ATV thrusters will
boost station orbit
to counter effects
of atmospheric drag
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