Russian opposition squeezed out of election

Challenging the rule of Russian President Vladimir Putin in the
forthcoming elections will not be easy, with a strong economy buoying
his popularity and significant changes to electoral law rendering many

opposition parties ineligible to stand or unable to win a seat
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BELOW THE THRESHOLD... Only seven other parties eligible to stand
Agrarian Party (leftist) 195,000 members Democratic Party (right) 50,000
Yabloko (liberal-left) 85,000 Patriots of Russia

Civil Force (liberal-right) 60,000 (nationalist left) 50,000

Union of Right Forces Social Justice Party (left) 50,000
(liberal-right) 50,000 Independent candidates barred from standing
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