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Top U.S. court signals halt to executions
The U.S. Supreme Court looks set to prevent any executions from taking

place while it considers the legality of the lethal-injection method.
Critics claim recent botched executions caused unnecessary suffering

and violated a constitutional ban on cruel and unusual punishment
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Executions since death penalty reinstated in 1976

Lethal injection: Inmate secured
with ankle and wrist restraints to table

Lethal injection
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Gas chamber

Hanging
Firing squad
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Inmates are first injected with sodium
pentothal, an anaesthetic, followed by
pancuronium bromide, which causes
lungs to shut down and paralyzes body.
The final chemical, potassium chloride,
then induces a fatal heart attack

Saline drips inserted into each arm


