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Impact of climate change
Scientists warn that climate change is so far advanced that serious damage to the
planet is now inevitable and that action to limit its impact will allow us to choose only
if that damage is moderate or severe. While some areas may benefit in the short term,
the world’s poorest people will be worst hit by the spead of disease and malnutrition
KEY IMPACTS BY TEMPERATURE INCREASE (Compared to average for 1980-99)
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Increased malnutrition,
diarhoeal, cardio-respiratory,
and infectious diseases

Increased mortality, disease
and injury from heatwaves,
floods, storms, fires and droughts

Infectious
diseases spreading
to new regions

People exposed
to increased
water stress

2bn 3.2bn

Increase in
high latitudes
and wet tropics

Decrease in mid latitudes
and dry tropics – droughts
likely to increase

Decline of water stored in glaciers and
snow cover will reduce supply in regions
where one sixth of world population lives
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Increased
coral
bleaching

Widespread
coral mortality

Most corals
bleached

Up to 30% of plant and
animal species at increased
risk of extinction

Over 40% of
species become
extinct
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from floods
and storms

Millions more people
experiencing coastal
flooding each year

Around 30%
of coastal
wetlands lost

Extra people at
risk of hunger

Decrease in
cereal productivity
at low latitudes

Some increase in cereal productivity
in mid to high latitudes due to more
rainfall and warmer weather

Decrease in
all latitudes
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