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Dawn to shed light on solar system’s origin
NASA’s latest space mission will study two of the largest objects in the
asteroid belt in an effort to discover clues to our solar system’s origins.
Using ion propulsion, the Dawn probe will visit Ceres and Vesta, rocky

bodies believed to have remained largely unchanged for 4.6 billion years
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Ceres
Diameter: 930km
Biggest asteroid, reclassified
as “dwarf planet” in 2006
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Diameter: 525km. Fourth
largest object in asteroid
belt, visible from Earth
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