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Svalbard archipelago:
Vault to be built 120m inside
mountain on Spitsbergen
island

North Pole

Cost: $5m

Capacity: 3 million
seed samples

Norway to build “doomsday” vault
The top-security repository, carved into the permafrost of a mountain in
a remote Norwegian island, will house seeds from all known varieties of

food crops. The vault aims to safeguard the world’s agriculture from future
catastrophes, such as nuclear war, asteroid strikes and climate change
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Seeds, stored at -18 degrees C,
could last thousands of years
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