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Turkmens to elect new president
Turkmenistan’s presidential election is seen as a first,
if fragile, chance for reform after two decades of rule
by the late totalitarian leader Saparmurat Niyazov.
Acting president Kurbanguly Berdymukhamedov
is widely expected to win the vote

Sources: IEA, BP Statistical Review, World Bank, CIA Picture: AP

Berdymukhamedov pledges
certain reforms including
wider access to internet,

better education and
healthcare

Gas reserves:
2.90 trillion
cubic metres

Population: 5 million
Major religion: Islam
Life expectancy: 58m, 65w

GNI per capita: $1,700
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