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Battle of the maxis at Sydney Hobart
Among the 83-strong fleet racing in this year’s 628-nautical mile Rolex

Sydney Hobart, the favourite to be first across the finish line is Bob
Oatley’s Wild Oats XI. Last year the “super maxi” earned the race triple –
winning line honours, handicap honours and setting a new race record
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Start, Dec 26:
Sydney
2005 rule changes:
Upper speed limit
scrapped, enabling
unrestricted use
of sail area, water
ballast, canting or
swinging keels, and
mast heights
Wild
Oats XI

Historical race times
Structure:

Carbon / Nomex
Length:
30m

Crew:
22
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2005: Wild Oats XI (AUS)
1 day, 18hr, 40min, 10sec

1998: Storm sinks five
boats, six people die

1945: First race. Rani (AUS)
sets triple honours with
6 days, 14hr, 22min
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