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Giant kite will pull ship across Atlantic
The world’s first commercial cargo ship powered partially by a kite is

making its maiden voyage from Germany to Venezuela. The designers of
the computer-guided kite say it could cut fuel consumption by as much

as 20 percent and help reduce carbon dioxide emissions

Fuel oil consumption SkySail saving 10-35%

SkySails:
Largest kites have

towing power equivalent
to 6,800hp engine

Sailing direction: SkySail can be used to sail at up to 50˚ against wind

Parafoil: 160-5,000m2 multi-cell kite
– aerodynamic shape generates lift
for greater traction
Cross-section

Control pod: Automatically
aligns kite – based on wind
direction, force, ship route and
speed – by pulling control cords

MS Beluga SkySails: 10,000 tonnes
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increase air flow over
kite for exponential
increase in traction
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