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‘The unreturning army that was youth’
The Great War claimed the lives of 10 million fighting men and appalling

civilian losses. Believed to be ‘the war to end all wars’, the conflict
destroyed the old European order and, once the guns finally fell silent

on November 11, 1918, ushered in a new era of global politics

Sources: Imperial War Museum, Times Atlas of World History *Dollars in 1914

TOTAL MILITARY CASUALTIES
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15 million
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234,000
152,000
133,000

WAR SPENDING
$125bn*

$60bn
Cost of war estimated

at $185bn. In France
alone, 1,875 square

miles of forest, 8,000
of farmland and

250,000 buildings
were

destroyed
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1.2m

1m
650,000
380,000
335,000
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