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Tensions between rival parties remain high ahead of a presidential run-off
and elections for provincial assemblies in the Democratic Republic of
Congo - the first free elections for more than 40 years — aiming to draw a
line under the country’s 1998-2003 war which claimed four million lives

Joseph Kabila: 35-year-old P Kabila’s power base is
President of Congo’s transitional  in east, while Bemba’s
government gained 45% of vote  includes capital, Kinshasa,
in July’s first round, short of 50%  and west, raising fears of
required to avoid run-off dangerous east-west split
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» Armed groups still
operate in east, where
vast mineral reserves —
’ including 30% of world’s
Kinshasa ‘ / Y diamonds — are located
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45-year-old former rebel observers will
leader, one of four vice- monitor voting.
presidents in government, Result of run-
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