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U.S. scientists have reported that this year’s Antarctic ozone hole is the
biggest ever. The ozone layer, which protects life on Earth by blocking
the sun’s harmful ultraviolet rays, has been severely depleted by human-
produced gases such as chlorine and bromine in the upper atmosphere

= OZONE HOLE: September 21-30

p- Largest average area: 27.4 million km2
(bigger than North America)

p- Lowest depth of ozone: 85 Dobson
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