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North Korea threat leaves world on edge
A nuclear North Korea could decisively affect the stability of the region.

Any shift in northern Asia’s diplomatic and military alignment could
threaten the delicate balance in an area where the interests of the

United States, China, Japan, Russia and both Koreas collide

Pictures: Associated Press

North
Korea,
1998:
Leader Kim
Jong-il
successfully
test fires
Taepodong-1

South Korea: 
Divided from North
since 1950-53 conflict – technically
still at war. President Roh Moo-hyun
is under domestic pressure to drop
sunshine policy of peaceful
cooperation with Pyongyang. Seoul
abandoned atomic weapons
programme in 1970s but might now
consider reviving it for deterrence
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Japan:
Prime
Minister
Shinzo
Abe
says there
will be no
change in

Japan’s non-nuclear
weapons policy. However,
hardliners see test as
excuse to scrap pacifist
constitution and acquire
nuclear firepower

United States: Has
50,000 troops in Japan
and 30,000 in South
Korea. President Bush
is likely to accelerate
deployment of missile
defence shield, forcing
further arms build-up by

both China and Russia. Both would
feel threatened by an America
impervious to missile strikes
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