Freeing the nuclear genie

Between 20 to 30 countries could develop atomic
weapons if the proliferation of nuclear technology
is not stopped. The head of the UN’s nuclear
watchdog warns that North Korea’s and Iran’s
nuclear ambitions could spark a new arms race
among Asian and Middle Eastern states
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16 Japan: Says it has no
plans to develop atomic
weapons but Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe (left) wants to
revise anti-war constitution
that bans such weapons
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state, but permits
nuclear-armed
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nuclear weapons research
programme in 1988 as
result of pressure from U.S.
President Ronald Reagan
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1946. Other countries
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18 Venezuela: Proposing
to start research into
“peaceful” use of nuclear
energy
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India (1974) 50-60
Bl Pakistan (1998) 40-50
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Believed to be 3-10 years
from nuclear weapon

Hussein’s atomic weapons

11 Iraq: Saddam

programme ends
with 1991
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Opens nuclear
research centre at
Al-Suleiyelin
military complex

in 1975

13, 14 Egypt,
Turkey: Likely to
start weapons
programmes if
Middle-East
neighbours go
nuclear
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EX Australia: Joint nuclear
weapons programme with
include Belgium, Czech Britain ends in 1960s. Now
Rep., Hungary, Lithuania, = member of South Pacific
Slovakia, Spain and Ukraine Nuclear Weapon Free Zone
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EX Argentina: Conducts
weapons research from
1978-83 during military rule.
Brazil and Argentina sign
NPT in 1990s

15 South Korea: Believed

to have abandoned nuclear
weapons programme after
signing Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) in 1975
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