French lawmakers have approved
a bill making it a crime to deny that
mass killings of Armenians in
Turkey during and after World War |
amounted to genocide — a move
which could seriously damage
Turkey’s relations with France
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- Killings of up to 1.5 million
Armenians from 1915-19 is already
recognised by France as genocide
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- Turkey says death toll is inflated and
that large numbers of both Armenians
and Ottoman Turks died in civil unrest

p- Issue may affect Turkish efforts to
join EU — majority of French people
are opposed to Turkey entering bloc

- Proposed bill establishes one-year
prison term and 45,000-euro fine for
those denying genocide — penalties
same as those for denying Holocaust
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p- Bill might never become law as it
still needs approval of French Senate
and President. European Commission
has voiced strong opposition
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