ON THIS DAY

A 1948: The first Polaroid cameras
went on sale in the United States

1889: The first permit to drive an
automobile in New York’s Central Park
was issued, on condition that the driver
pledged “to exert the greatest care to
avoid frightening horses”

1905: Arthur Griffith founded the
Irish political party Sinn Fein

1975: The left-wing Fretilin movement
declared East Timor independent from
Indonesia following a brief civil war
2004: A gas explosion at one of
China’s largest state-owned mines
killed 166 miners, the highest in a
single accident for at least 10 years
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