Nepal’s king returns power to the people

King Gyanendra:
Took throne in June 2001

75km  after his brother, King
47 miles Birendra (below) and his
family were shot dead by
CHINA  crown Prince Dipendra,
who then shot himself
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©® Feb 1, 2005: King Gyanendra ©® Feb 8: Low turnout and protests
sacks government of Prime Minister ~ mark local elections called by king to
Sher Bahadur Deuba, declares state show he is moving towards democracy

of emergency and assumes absolute @ Mar 14: Rebels begin six-day road
power, vowing to defeat Maoist rebels blockade, choking supplies

© Apr 30: King ends state of emergency @ Apr 6: General strike launched —
@ Jul: Royal anti-graft commission violent protests spread

sentences Deuba to two years in jail @ Apr 21: King Gyanendra calls on
for corruption — freed Feb 2006 after opposition to select consensus

commission is outlawed candidate for prime minister after
® Sep 3: Maoist rebels announce more than two weeks of protests
unilateral ceasefire L !

® Nov 22: Main political parties and
Maoists pledge to cooperate to restore K
democracy and remove king’s powers

® Jan 2, 2006: Rebels end ceasefire
@ Feb 1: Street protests erupt across
Nepal on first anniversary of

Gyanendra’s seizure of power \ - 2
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