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Fixing a hole in the heart
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon will undergo an operation to seal a
patent foramen ovale (PFO) – a hole in the wall, or septum, separating

the heart’s upper chambers. In a catheter-based procedure, an umbrella-
like device will be inserted through a blood vessel to plug the hole
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Catheter – long,
thin, flexible, hollow
tube – inserted into
femoral vein through
small incision in thigh
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PFO: 2mm hole in septum allows
blood to leak between atria. Blood
clot travelling through hole is believed
to have reduced bloodflow to brain,
causing Sharon’s recent stroke
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