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Flint tools unlock secrets of early man
New research shows early humans were living in Britain around 700,000

years ago, substantially earlier than previously thought. Using new dating
techniques, scientists have found that flint tools unearthed in Pakefield,

Suffolk, are 200,000 years older than the previous oldest finds

Source: Nature

Pakefield

Bytham

Somme

Rhine

Boxgrove

Atapuerca, Spain
780,000 years ago:
Earliest traces of human
presence in southern
Europe

500,000 years
ago: Previous
earliest traces
of humans in
Europe north
of Alps

450,000 years ago:
Anglian glaciation –
ice sheet 1km high
reaches as far south
as Pakefield

32 black flint artifacts,
found in sediments of
prehistoric River Bytham

Ice
limit

Major
Palaeo-rivers

Former
coastline

Flint
artifacts

A
L

P
S

250 miles
400km


