Plan to replace U.S. troops with Iraqis

The Bush administration plans to use 120 Iraqi army and police combat
battalions to replace up to 50,000 U.S. troops by the end of 2006.
However, analysts warn that only one of the new U.S.-trained battalions
is at Level One capability — meaning able to operate entirely on its own
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personnel take part in invasion of Iraq
200 May: President Bush declares end of major combat
Dec: Saddam Hussein captured. Troops cut to 120,000.
Plan to cut troops to 50,000 by end of 2005
Nov 2004: U.S. troops launch full-scale offensive
on Falluja, killing some 1,600 insurgents
Jan 2005: Troops increased to
150,000 ahead of Iraqi election

Oct: Troops boosted to 159,000
ahead of constitution referendum
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2006: Plan
Apr 2004: to cut troops
U.S. Marines to 140,000
begin assault on following
Falluja. Troops Jun: U.S. transfers Dec 15 election,
raised to Base sovereignty to Iraqi and to 110,000
Level of 138,000 interim government by year’s end
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