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concentrate on both sides

Renewed tensions between Ethiopia and Eritrea are pushing the east
African neighbours closer to conflict, with troops continuing to

of the disputed frontier
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with outdated Russian-built equipment
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ARMED FORCES Ethiopia Eritrea

/ \ MiG-21 ‘Fishbed’
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Ethiopia‘n and Eritrean forces are mainly armed
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# Buffer zone
monitored

by 3,300 UN
peacekeepers

Army 180,000 200,000
Main battle tanks 250 150
Armoured vehicles 400 80
Artillery 400 125 60 miles
Combat aircraft 48 18 100km

p- 1952: UN decision to make Eritrea
independent as federal part of Ethiopia
comes into effect

- 1998: Border war between Ethiopia
and Eritrea erupts. More than 70,000
people are killed

p- 1962: Ethiopia annexes Eritrea,
sparking 30-year struggle for
independence by Eritrean rebels

> 2000: UN peace deal ends fighting.
Both sides agree to accept ruling of
international boundary commission

P 1991: Rebels defeat government
forces. Eritrean independence
approved in 1993 referendum

Sources: The Military Balance; CIA World Factbook

> 2002: Commission issues ruling.
Ethiopian objections lead to final
demarcation being put on hold
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