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Ten years on from its humble beginnings as an internet bookseller, online
retailer Amazon is predicting fourth-quarter sales of over $3 billion — a

phenomenal 3,000% growth on its first year — as

consumers gear up for the holiday season

Q4 sales/profits ($ billions)

2004: Global sales
pass $2.5bn, profits
peak at $347m

2001: Amazon
makes its first
quarterly profit —
1996: $5 million — as sales
Q4 sales pass $1 billion

reach $9.7m
1997: Amazon shares go public.

First online retailer to gain
1 million customers
1998: Begins <

sales of music,
videos, DVDs
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2005: With 1.6m copies sold by
2000: In wake of end of Q3 — Amazon’s highest ever
dot-com crash, quarterly single-product sales — Harry Potter
losses hit $545.1m_________ g/’ and the Half-Blood Prince is likely to
ensure record profits for a 5th straight year
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