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The European Space Agency’s Venus Express probe is due for launch
on a 153-day cruise to Venus, carrying a set of instruments designed to
study the dense atmosphere and uncover some of the mysteries
of Earth’s nearest planetary neighbour
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in our solar system Venus Earth
Diameter (km) 12,104 12,756
Day (Earth hours) 5,832 24
Year (Earth days) 225 365
Atmospheric 96% CO,  78% Nitrogen
composition 3.5% Nitrogen  21% Oxygen
Av. temperature 464°C 15°C
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