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World’s first private spaceship
On June 21, 2004, Mike Melvill became the first civilian to pilot a craft into

space. Built by Burt Rutan and financed by Paul Allen, SpaceShipOne
made history as the first manned, private spaceship. Now it is the

odds-on favourite to win the $10 million Ansari X-prize
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Altitude (km)
100km: Craft
coasts to final
height before
falling back into
atmosphere.
Crew members
are weightless
for more than
three minutes

Re-entry: Pilot
configures

craft’s wing
and tail into

high-drag
configuration

15.24km: After
1-hour flight,
launch aircraft
releases space
craft into glide

Launch aircraft
glides back
to ground

SPACESHIPONE
“Shirt sleeves environment” – crew wear conventional

flight helmets and
oxygen masks

SPACESHIPONE Touches down
like conventional airplane

After re-entry,
pilot reconfigures
SpaceShipOne
back to normal glider

Rocket motor
fires for 80 secs,
reaching Mach 3
(3,580km/h)

WHITE KNIGHT
Turbojet launch aircraft


