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O l d  C i t y

U.S. tanks encircle Najaf shrine

Source: Global Security

Imam Ali mosque:
Burial place of Shia
Islam’s greatest saint,
Imam Ali, son-in-law
of Prophet
Muhammad

Imam
Ali mosque

Friday:
U.S. tanks
surround
shrine compound
where members of
1,500-strong Mehdi
Army have taken refuge.
Outer wall and both
minarets reportedly
damaged by fighting
World’s 120 million Shia
Muslims regard golden-domed
mosque as their third-holiest site
after Mecca and Medina
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Wadi al-Salam (Valley of Peace) cemetery
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Farmland U.S. HQ: 2,000 Marines
backed by tanks,
helicopters and AC-130
gunships, and supported
by 1,400 Iraqi troops

Positions of
fighters loyal to
cleric Moqtada
al-Sadr pounded

by U.S.
artillery
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