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Defensive
specialist

Blocker

Setter
Sets up
attack

BACK COURT

FRONT
COURT

Hitter

Sources: FIVB, Athens 2004 Organising Committee for the Olympic Games

Six-a-side and beach volleyball
share similar gameplay and skills to prevent the ball
touching the ground. But while the indoor game has
specialists in each position, two-a-side beach
players must be excellent all-rounders

Volleyball

SERVICE
Receiving team
rotates by one

position after
losing
point

SPIKING
Hitter smashes ball

into opponent’s
side of court at
up to 160km/h

DIGGING: Hands
clasped, arms
outstretched to
“dig out” a
spike

BLOCKING
Interception
by front
court player

POSITION: Players
must stay in position
e.g. left or right-sided,
front or back
court
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